Otuataua Stonefields

A combined project between the Department of Conservation, Manukau
City and Auckland Regional Councils enabled the purchase of 100
hectares of land to protect the Otuataua Stonefields as a reserve. Less
than two hundred years ago over 8,000 hectares of stonefields around
Auckland’s volcanic cones were part of a complex system of gardens
and settlements. Almost all the remains of these places have been
overrun by modern day Auckland or quarried away. The 100 hectares
of land making up Otuataua is one of only two major remnants left.
The reserve contains evidence of a wide range of Méori garden practices
and also more recent European garden systems from one hundred
years ago. The Otuataua Stonefields is an historic reserve which

can be freely visited. Contact the Department of Conservation or
Auckland Regional Council for further information.
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Protecting archaeological sites

Gardens and stone field sites are an irreplaceable part of our heritage.

They are protected by the Historic Places Act 1993. If you wish to do
any work that may affect an archaeological site you must obtain an

authority from the New Zealand Historic Places Trust before you begin.

It is an offence to modify, damage or destroy an archaeological site
without the written authority of the Trust.

For information

about archaeological sites

For information about archaeological sites, applying for an archaeo-
logical authority or the Historic Places Act 1993 contact:

New Zealand Historic Places Trust

Toll free 0800 heritage (0800 437482)

Email archaeology@historic.org.nz

NZ Historic Places Trust, PO Box 2629, Wellington

New Zealand Archaeological Association’s website
www.nzarchaeology.org
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