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Puritia ngä taonga tuku iho

o ngä mätua tupüna

hei tikihuia mö ngä uri whakatipu

o Aotearoa

E ngä mana, e ngä tapu, e ngä ihi, tënä 

koutou katoa. Tënä koutou me te ähuatanga 

o ä tätou taonga tuku iho huri noa i te 

motu.

From maunga körero to puna wai, from 

whare tüpuna to rua köiwi, Mäori heritage 

places are taonga tuku iho, integral to 

Aotearoa / New Zealand’s culture and 

identity. 

Te Pouhere Taonga – the New Zealand 

Historic Places Trust (NZHPT) promotes the 

identifi cation, protection, preservation and 

conservation of the historical and cultural 

heritage of our country. 

Te Tira o Te Pouhere Taonga, the Mäori 

Heritage Team at the New Zealand Historic 

Places Trust undertakes and supports work 

on Mäori heritage. Whether it is hands-on 

preservation, registration, education, 

research, liaison or advocacy, Te Tira works 

with and assists whänau, hapü and iwi and 

the wider community.
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Left: Motumaire Island, Bay of Islands, a wähi tapu registration 
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Whakaoranga Taonga Marae

Mäori Buildings Conservation Programme

Wharenui, wharekai, wharekarakia, pätaka, pouhaki, tohu 

whakamaharatanga, waka, and other forms of Mäori built heritage are 

an important taonga to preserve for the future. The Trust actively assists 

whänau, hapü and iwi initiatives to preserve these taonga through a 

range of advisory and on-site services. 

These services include:

• conservation assessments

• conservation technical advice and services

• conservation workshops 

• funding advice

Huakanga

Mäori Heritage and Archaeology

The Historic Places Trust Act 1993 defi nes an archaeological site as 

a place associated with pre-1900 human activity, where there maybe 

evidence relating to the history of Aotearoa / New Zealand.

 When any development is planned that may affect an archaeological 

site or suspected archaeological site, the developer must apply for an 

archaeological authority. The archaeological authority provisions are 

contained in the Historic Places Act 1993. The developers must consult 

tangata whenua.

Te Tira o Te Pouhere Taonga – Mäori Heritage Team staff:

• assess the impact of proposed land development on Mäori cultural 

values, and check that consultation between developers and häpu or 

iwi has been conducted

• help liaise with communities – tangata whenua, landowners, 

developers, archaeologists.

Mahi Rärangi Taonga

Mäori Heritage and Registration 

Registration on the New Zealand Historic Places Trust Register of historic 

places, historic areas, wähi tapu and wähi tapu areas, recognises places 

that are signifi cant to Aotearoa / New Zealand heritage. 

New Zealand Historic Places Trust registration of Mäori heritage places 

is a proces that informs landowners and the public about these places 

and can also support their protection.The introduction of protection 

mechanisms like covenants and listing on district plans can be assisted 

through registration. Registration can also support applications for 

funding for preservation work.

Te Tira o Te Pouhere Taonga – Mäori Heritage Team staff: 

• liaise and consult with tangata whenua and interested groups, e.g. 

landowners, local authorities, government departments 

•  specifi cally prepare wähi tapu proposals for registration

• assist with research, and prepare reports for the Mäori Heritage 

Council.

Registration decisions for wähi tapu and wähi tapu areas are made by the 

Mäori Heritage Council of New Zealand Historic Places Trust. The Council 

needs to be satisfi ed there is suffi cient evidence to support a registration 

proposal and that tangata whenua endorse the proposal. The registration 

process can take several months. Lack of support can delay the process. 

Iwi are encouraged to share only information they are comfortable for 

other people to access or is already in the public domain.

Te Tautoko i te Whänau, i te Hapü, me te Iwi

Support for Whänau, Hapü and Iwi

The Mäori Heritage Team is responsible for developing and maintaining 

durable relationships with whänau, hapü and iwi to manage their own 

heritage resources and kaitiakitanga. Such relationships involve rock 

art projects, New Zealand Historic Places Trust property management, 

marae conservation work, and site identifi cation projects. 

Te Tira o Te Pouhere Taonga also advocates for iwi involvement in local 

government, central government and communities / professional groups 

including the New Zealand Historic Places Trust’s branch committees.

Kaunihera Taonga Tuku Iho Mäori

Mäori Heritage Council of New Zealand Historic 

Places Trust

The work of the Mäori Heritage Team is reported to the Mäori Heritage 

Council and the New Zealand Historic Places Trust Board.

The Council provides leadership and direction for Mäori heritage 

activities and programmes internally and externally to all parts of the 

New Zealand Historic Places Trust and stakeholders. The kaupapa for 

Mäori heritage within the New Zealand Historic Places Trust Pouhere 

Taonga is to support the management and kaitiakitanga by whänau, 

hapü and iwi of their heritage places.



www.pouheretaonga.maori.nz

Central Regional Offi ce

Tadix House, 1 Blair St

PO Box 19173, Wellington

Ph: 04 801 5088

Fax: 04 802 5180 

infocentral@historic.org.nz

Southern Regional Offi ce

Gough House, 90 Hereford St 

PO Box 4403, Christchurch

Ph: 03 377 3968 

Fax: 03 374 2433

infosouthern@historic.org.nz 

Otago / Southland Area Offi ce

109 Princes St

PO Box 5467, Dunedin

Ph: 03 477 9871

Fax: 03 477 3893

infodeepsouth@historic.org.nz

Northern Regional Offi ce 

Premier Buildings

2 Durham Street East

Private Box 105-291, Auckland 

Ph: 09 307 8896

Fax: 09 303 4428

infonorthern@historic.org.nz 

Northland Area Offi ce

62 Kerikeri Rd

PO Box 836, Kerikeri

Ph: 09 407 4443

Fax: 09 407 3454

infonorthland@historic.org.nz

Lower Northern Area Offi ce

28 Wharf St

PO Box 13339, Tauranga

Ph: 07 578 1219

Fax: 07 578 1141

taur01@historic.org.nz

Contact us

Contact the Trust through one of our Pouarahi staff, or for Mäori Built 

Heritage advice contact the Pouarahi Whakaora Taonga at the Trust’s 

National Offi ce:

National Offi ce

Antrim House, 63 Boulcott St 

PO Box 2629, Wellington

Ph: 04 472 4341

Free phone: 0800 heritage (43748243)

Fax: 04 499 0669

General enquiries: information@historic.org.nz

Mäori built heritage advice: maraeheritage@historic.org.nz
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